Mr. Blair

Email: blair41@aol.com 
Website: taftteacher2013-2014.weebly.com
AMERICAN IMAGE
Course Description

The purpose of American Image is to prepare the high school student for the study of cinema through immersion of genre and auteur specific films and texts. This semester will begin by studying the American Film Institute’s 100—Years … 100 Movies—10th Anniversary list and choosing three films from that list.  The class will also study the components of filmmaking and the works of a single director and then two genre specific elements.  The first will concentrate on Spies: From Bond to Bourne.  The second unit will cover old and new Film Noirs.  Finally, we will examine the director Alfred Hitchcock and his greatest works.  Each film has been specifically chosen and is geared toward helping students improve their overall cinematic experience while providing them with a solid foundation in the critical discourse of cinema.  

Grading Policies

This reflects the new grading system adopted by the Los Angeles Unified School District

90 – 100 
=   A 
80  –  89 
=   B 
70  –  79 
=   C 
60  –  69  
=   D 


59% and Below is a FAIL

Each aspect of class will be given point values, which all reflect the above scale.  Participation and extra credit are add-ons and only raise your score, not the class G.P.A.  Homework assignments are worth around forty points and quizzes and tests are weighted depending on their size and severity and worthy anywhere from thirty to sixty points.  Final writing assignments, projects, and the final may be worth as many as one hundred points.  I will always let you know in advance exactly what each assignment is worth.
Late Assignments And Makeups

Students who do not complete an assignment will earn zero points.  You may make up a test or a quiz within two days following your return from an absence.  All makeups are given at lunch and nutrition in my room (C3) only.  Except for certain required meetings and obligations, I will be available for makeups and tutoring, as needed, each lunch and nutrition.  However, all major projects and papers are due only on the due date of the assignment.  I will, of course, make exceptions to accommodate extended illnesses. 

There are no makeups for assignments with this sole exception: an assignment is due on the date given.  You may turn in an assignment one (1) day late, but you will lose 50% of its value.  That means a homework assignment due on Monday for forty (40) points that is turned in on Tuesday will start at twenty (20) points less mistakes.  It still beats a zero.

It is the responsibility of the student to maintain a rigorous attendance.  Once a film is screened it is returned to its owner.  I do not lend nor rent movies.  If you miss a portion of a film, you will have to read the on line synopses, which I will try and direct you to from my website. You should also be able to pull every assignment off of my web site and, unless excused with a health care provider’s note, anything due on the date of your absence will instead be due on the date of your return.

There are no exceptions to these rules, and these rules do not apply to any other forms of assessment, which will be due and accepted only of the final due date—this is particularly true of major assignments.  My motto is “Major Assignments” are due early, on the date due, or not at all.  (As always, Mr. Blair will deal with extended absences on an individual basis through the counseling office.)

IF YOU ARE ABSENT IN MY CLASS BUT ARE PRESENT IN ANOTHER, THE LATE ASSIGNMENT/MAKEUP POLICIES WILL NOT APPLY.  YOU WILL EARN A ZERO ON ANY WORK COLLECTED THAT DAY UNLESS YOU CAN PROVE THE LEGITIMACY OF YOUR ABSENCES WITH A NOTE FROM A PARENT OR HEALTH CARE PROVIDER.

Tardy

You will not be allowed to make-up any American Image assessments missed because of lateness without consequences unless it was the district school bus that caused your tardy or an administrator (you must have a late pass from the driver or office for this amendment to take effect.   If you come late to class your assignment will be treated as if it were a day late, which means 50% off to start.

Electronic Devices and Testing Procedures


The following is a code of conduct that has been implemented by the Los Angeles Unified School District and placed in practice by Taft High School and administered by its staff.  Pleased be advised of the following:

1) All personal electronic and/or communication devices including but not limited to pagers, cellular telephones, laser pointers, cameras and other electronic handheld gaming equipment that may interrupt the teacher and other students have no place in the classroom. Mr. Blair believes that students learn best in classrooms free of unnecessary disruptions; therefore, electronic devices shall not be used or visible inside the classroom.  With that in mind, any personal communication or recording device taken out of concealment during class time will be confiscated and turned over to the Dean’s office.  Treat your personal electronics like Frodo kept the one ring of Sauron—hidden and safe.

2) Any personal communication or recording device out in the open during any assessment will result in confiscation and will result in an immediate fail.

3) Any electronic device used in an unethical manner and/or used to harass, intimidate, or bully another person or to invade another person’s privacy will result in disciplinary consequences up to and including expulsion.  Where appropriate, police authorities may be contacted.

Rules for Assessment
1) You will need two sheets of paper.

2) You will need two different colored writing utensils. (A pencil is fine as one, but you must have a red pen as the other.  This involves coming to class prepared.  If you begin borrowing items during class time your grade will automatically be lowered one full letter grade.  So be prepared)

3) Unless I tell you otherwise, never write your answers on the printed question sheet(s).

4) That is what one of your two sheets of paper is for.

5) You will follow, without deviation, these testing procedures:


a: 
All items: your bags, purses, phones, etc. must be removed from the table. Place it on an empty 
chair next to you or under your seat.


b:
Take out the papers, and your two writing instruments.


c:
I will pass out question sheets, face down; you will turn them over only after I’ve given instructions on the quiz and have said, “You may now turn your paper over and begin.”


d:
You will use one sheet to write your answers; you will use the second sheet to cover your answers.


e:
Answers must be covered at all times.  (This is a nonnegotiable step.  There are strict penalties for 
noncompliance.) 


f:
When you have completed the quiz, you will place your answer sheet face down on the table in front of  you.  You will cover the answer sheet with the questions.  You will cover the questions with your other blank sheet.  Once you have turned your paper over, you may not go back and fix an answer, so make sure that once you turn your paper over; you have read through it and are satisfied with your answers.


g:
You may not take out anything while waiting for the rest of the class to finish.


h:  
Avoid the appearance of impropriety—keep papers in front of you and on the table.


h:
When I say, Stop!” or “Pens down!”  You must immediately cease writing.  I will usually wait until the last person finishes, but if you take an unreasonable amount of time, you make just have to accept what you’ve written and whatever your final score will be.  (If you have problems with tests or have special needs, please see me before it becomes a class problem.)


i: 
Hands must be kept above the table at all times.

Any deviation from these procedures and your exam will be scored as “(FAILURE TO FOLLOW TESTING PROCEDURES.”

Plagiarism

Any student who adopts or reproduces ideas, words, or statements of another person without appropriate acknowledgement is guilty of plagiarism.  When necessary a student must give credit to the originality of others and acknowledge an indebtedness whenever he or she does any of the following: quotes another person’s actual words, either oral or written; paraphrases another person’s words, either oral or written uses another person’s ideas, opinions, or theories; or borrows facts statistics, or other illustrative material, unless the information is common knowledge.

Any breach of the above is a violation of Taft and/or the Los Angles Unified School District’s Honor Code and will be dealt with all the severity that your teacher and the administration can muster.  Cheating, the copying of another’s work, during any assigned and graded activity is a similar but separate ethical violation for which you can count on the same strict consequences.

Other Class Procedures

Your seat is your own sovereign nation.  Nothing may exit its borders (not paper, nor pencil, not even your voice), without a permit (permission).  Permits are readily available through the democratic procedure of raising your hand and waiting for a reply.

Except in cases of emergency, you will take care of all personal business before school, between class, during nutrition, during lunch, or after school.  No passes will be given during class time.  No student will be allowed to leave class, unless summoned, without a Taft I.D.

You will dress appropriately as per the “Dress Code.”  Need a copy?  See me!  Inappropriate items brought to class will be taken and given to the Dean’s office.

You will come to class prepared!  This includes, but is not limited to a three-ring binder plenty of college ruled paper, a composition journal, pens pencils, and a red pen/marker.  You will never be allowed to leave class to retrieve any of these items or classwork.

Assignments

All papers must be turned in with the following heading –flush right, top corner.  One grade lowered for failing to following this.

(Your Complete) NAME

ASSIGNMENT DATE

PERIOD

Centered on the top line. . .
ASSIGNMENT TITLE

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

William Howard Taft High School

5461 WINNETKA AVENUE, WOODLAND HILLS, CALIFORNIA 91364

TELEPHONE (818) 227-3600    FAX (818) 592-0877

Fall Semester 2014
Dear Parents or Guardians,

Your child is currently enrolled in American Image.  I have enclosed a list of the films likely to be shown this semester.  While some of these films have earned an MPAA rating of “R,” they have been chosen for their intrinsic value; the depth of the class discussions they are sure to engender; and their correlation to the themes in our class.

	THREE FILMS FROM THE AFI’S 100 YEARS…100 FILMS—TENTH ANNIVERSARY + THE NUMBER ONE FILM

	#1 FILM CITZEN KANE + #2 THE GODFATHER + #72 THE SHAWSHANK REDEMPTION +#89 THE SIXTH SENSE


	
	The Bourne Identity
	
	Psycho

	
	Goldfinger
	
	The 39 Steps

	
	Men in Black
	
	The Maltese Falcon

	
	True Lies
	
	Double Indemnity

	
	Mission Impossible - Ghost Protocol
	
	Brick

	
	Rear Window
	
	Chinatown

	
	Vertigo
	
	L. A. Confidential

	
	North by Northwest
	
	The Big Lebowski


All films are shown subject to availability and substitutions may be made without notice.
This letter is being sent to you in compliance with the District policy requiring parents/guardians to approve the intended use of films which are not owned, broadcast, or recommended by the District prior to their scheduled showing.  As part of that policy, we ask you to complete this form below, authorizing or exempting your child from the films listed.  Please return your completed form to me.  Students exempted from this showing will be required to complete an alternative assignment.  Should you have any questions regarding the films please contact Mr. Blair.
Scott Blair

Teacher

 (PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THIS ENTIRE PAGE – YOUR SIGNATURE INDICATES YOU HAVE READ, UNDERSTAND AND WILL ABIDE BY THE COURSE SYLLABUS.
(Print Name) Student: _______________________________
Please check A or B

A. _______ I give permission for my child to view the above referenced films or any other film                 necessarily substituted in Mr. Blair’s class.

B. _______ I prefer that my child be given an alternative assignment for the following checked films.

Parent Email Address  _____________________________ Student Email Address _____________________________
Parent/Guardian: _______________________________ Date: _____________________
5

